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different times with the Muwallads. in Elvira, Seville, and
Saragoza, and with the successful rebel, Abdurrahman
ibn Merwan, in Badajos.

Openly defying the Sultan's forces, he was only kept in
check by Almundhir, the king's son, who succeeded his
father in 886. Omar was further strengthened by the
accession to his side of Sherbil, the Count of Cordova.1
The death of Almundhir in 888 removed from Omar's path
his only able enemy, and, during Abdallah's weak reign, the
rebel leader was virtual king of the south and east of Spain.
The district of Regio 2 was made over to him by the king,
and Omar's lieutenant, Ibn Mastarna, was made chief of
Priejo.

This protracted war, which was really one for national
independence, was carried on year after year with varying
success. At one time Omar conceived the intention of
proclaiming the Abasside Khalifs,3 at another he grasped at
the royal power himself; and Abdallah's empire was only
saved by a seasonable victory in 891 at Hisn Belay (or
Espiel).4 The battle was fought on the eve of the Passover,
and the Moslems taunted their enemies with having such a
joyful feast, and so many victims to commemorate it with.
This shows that a large, perhaps the largest, part of Omar's
army was Christian. Another indication of this is found
in a poem of Tarikh ibn Habib,5 where, speaking of the
coming destruction of Cordova, he says : " The safest place
will then be the hill of Abu Abdu, where once stood a
church," meaning that Omar's Christian soldiers would
respect that sanctuary, and no other. Indeed, it is certain

1  Servandus.    Al Makbari, ii. 456.    De Gayangos' note.

2 Where Islam was almost extinct.    Dozy, ii. 335.

3  Al Makkari, ii. p. 456.    De Gayangos' note.

4  Ibn Hayyan, apud Al Makk., ii. p. 452.    This seems to be the
same victory as that which Dozy (ii. 284) calls Polei or Aguilar.

5  See Dozy, ii. p. 275.